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September, 2011

Stakeholder,

This is sent to inform you that the Mackinac Bridge Wood Products and Livestock Inspection Station, located in the MDOT Welcome Center in St. Ignace, is now closed.  The closure became effective September 9, 2011 at 11:59 pm.  Vehicles transporting wood products no longer have to routinely stop at the Welcome Center for inspection.
The closure of the inspection station does not imply that there has been any revision of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Quarantine.  The movement of any article regulated by the EAB Quarantine from the Lower Peninsula to the Upper Peninsula continues to be prohibited, except with a current and valid Compliance Agreement.
Articles regulated by the quarantine are:
· The emerald ash borer, Agrilus planipennis (Fairemaire), in any living stage of development
· Entire ash (Fraxinus spp.) trees
· Ash limbs and branches
· Ash stumps
· Ash logs with bark 

· Ash lumber with bark 

· Non-coniferous (hardwood) wood chips and non-coniferous (hardwood) bark chips larger than 1 inch in two dimensions
· Firewood of any non-coniferous (hardwood) species
To see the EAB Quarantine in its entirety including definitions, quarantined areas and conditions of movement and quarantine maps, please visit the department’s EAB webpage at: www.michigan.gov/eab
Please be advised that the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development remains committed to enforcing the quarantine as a means of preventing the further spread of EAB.  Regulatory activities will continue and can include:  Random inspections at the St. Ignace Welcome Center or other locations, visits to shipping and receiving locations to monitor for quarantine compliance, and compliance checks by law enforcement during traffic stops.  Quarantine violators face fines and penalties from $1000 to $250,000 and up to five years in jail.

Please contact us at (800) 292-3939 if you are in need of compliance assistance, or if you have any questions.

Regards,
John Bedford

Pest Response Program Manager

Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development
Pesticide and Plant Pest Management Division
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