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Landscape, Lawn, & Arborist Services are NOT a Luxury—They are the LAW!

Public laws, often contained within zoning ordinances or land development codes, require public review and approval of landscape design plans for the restoration, preservation or construction of urban landscapes and green spaces in association with new development, re-development and construction. These laws generally regulate landscape design, landscape installation, tree preservation and landscape maintenance on private lands (www.greenlaws.lsu.edu).

The intent of these laws is to benefit the environment, public health, air quality, safety, comfort, convenience, and general welfare of the community, resulting in the reduction of stormwater runoff, heat build up, and will filter and reduce glare from care headlights. This results in a reduction in energy costs of structures and the improvement of the aesthetics of the community.

It is Michigan’s landscape, lawn, and arborist firms that fulfill the requirements of these laws on commercial, residential, and municipal properties. Landscaping, lawn, and tree management services are not an option—they are required services by law. These laws are very specific to all aspects of the landscape and natural areas and hold property owners responsible for compliance.

The following is a sample list of codes within municipal ordinances that regulate landscape, lawn, and arboriculture services:

• lawn maintenance

• vegetation and noxious accumulations, snow, ice, property nuisances

• dead, damaged, or dangerous trees on private property

• noxious weed abatement

• tree removal due to diseases and infestations

• tree replacement and protection

• landscape maintenance

• duty to control weeds and grasses

• soil erosion and sediment control
• landscaping and weed control

• woodland mitigation

• street tree planting area

• green space requirements

• screening and buffering

• trees and shrubs in right-of-ways

• landscape and irrigation plan submission

• street landscape buffers

• parking lot landscaping

• site and landscape design standards

• wetland mitigation
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